
John ADAMS, acquaintance of Father Orest, has relatives in Czechoslovakia.
One of these relatives (male) "stole" all the religious objects he could from
the local church before the Communists entered it. The relative still has
the objects among which is a prized icon, the only one of its kind in existence.
ADAMS plans to return to Czechoslovakia and will try to smuggle out the icon to

== co '"c the United States.
LEJ C., tAi
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ADAMS knows Bishop Henke's family. In a letter to Father Orest in
d'j .. :;:f October 963, he wrote the followings "Our family comes from the Diocese of

Presov.. The bishop there was Pavel Gojdic who died in prison several years ago.

. His auxiliary, Fr. Basil Hopko is still in prison."
1 ff;;;; The Communists burned his body and would not release it to the family.

W

—	 In a letter to Father Orest on 7 December 1964, ADAMS writes:
don't know if you have ever heard of Bishop Vasily Hopko. He was the assistant

c.ito Bishop Gojdic of Presov, Czechoslovakia of the Bysantine Rite. Well, Gojdic
C.4 Ludied In prison and Hopko has been locked up for 15 years. He was partially released

:1 :ithis fall but is in a charity home soltof, out of circulation. I had heard from
• 'him and have his address. Bishop Elko was wanting it very badly as no one has had

contacts with him for so long and I know the family. I just got a letter today
and of course Bishop Hopko is Ukrainian. He senda you his blessings and asks yours
in return and to pray for him. He writes me in Slovak thus: 'Ya sam skoro 15 roky
bebul na svece, and nesnam jak svet idze, mislim se tomu rosuMice, vecej vam otym
nechscem pisac.' He also asked to tell you thus: 'Pozdravce toho Otca
Duchovneho v Chisholm co su tam, jako Ukrainec, a povedzte Jim, se se sa rich tem
budzeme modlic, aby elm vecej Due privedli do spassenja, a lam haj maju radzi tyrh
nasich Ukrajincov, bo to je narod, ktory furt cerpi, a je to bars dobry narod.'
I hope you can read this as he wrote it in our own dialect of Saris as he can
talk this also. I just vent him some money thru Tusex and am waiting to see if
he gets it all, as he writes to me at times under a false name. He is guarded now
In a home where there are 200 nuns from Monasteries all over Slovakia and many
are too old so they can use some help. You might mention this to your Bishop Gabro
as I think he also is Ukrainian, isn't he? And he might want to help in some
way or some of your faithful but I first want to see if he gets what I sent.
He told me that he could so will have to see. If you would want to *send him a
note or blessing in Ukrainian send it to me and I will see that he gets it."

A month later ADAMS wrote Father Orest again. He mentioned that the
Superior of the Poor Mares in Chicago gave him $25.00 to send to Hopko. He mentione
again that it would be nice if Father Greet wrote in Ukrainian to bishop Hopko.
He also said, "I know most of B. Hopko's familystilany are priests who have been
In hiding with their families. (Note from Ann: I wonder if he amans"and many other
priests who have been in hiding?) It has been hard for them to get along especially
with families to take care of, I have sent Elko the names of many of these
Greek Rite Priests who were driven from their parishes and he has been vela real
good in sending some help to each thr1:21: . and they do get it."

In another letter dated January 11, 1965, ADAMS said he had another letter
from Bishop Hopko and was so glad to hear from him and that he had gotten the
320.00 sent to him. "If you like, write him a letter in Ukrainian and send it to
me as he said he would like to hear from you. He thought your church was so
beautiful. (Note: ADAMS sent snapshots of Father Crest's church to Bishop Hopko.)

also asked him if it would hurt him if you or Bishop Gabro would want to write
to him yourselves so will wait for his answer."

February 25, 1965
a



Is
a Slova , who became acquain'tett With .a Slovak woman Latin riter), who is married
to a Ukie (who goes to church with her)i d she invitect.him to the Range for a f<
vocation. Two summers age he ,came up;:lan\c't showed us slides of his visit to Czech0-
slovakia, where he has relatives. O<itti--cf'srelatives went into their church and
stole as much as he could (if you'd 'care to 	 11-rt stealing) before the Communists
came in. He is still in possession of these •church goods,, among which are valuable
goods and a prize Icon. Adams tells me that IlishOp Elko of Pgh. would like to acquire
this Icon, since it it the only one in existence. John (Adams) plans to return to Czech-
oslovakia and smuggle *,icon back to the States. Sort* how he met Hopko (don't know
if he actually met him n•Illersonally, ) but he knows thOlopka -family.... he says.
BUT let's go to the beginning. That nite when he Showed the slides, we got to talking
and I mentioned we sell- coOlcboloks nd Mary Sinko (the 'Slovak) said she helps us to
sell them. He took one horn, and So on after wrote me a let.tx- ,c1nd. asked that I send
him about .10, which he sold & than dt least a half dozen times wrOte for more. *Will
now check these letters... sinq.e I've\ been keeping all corresponAnce on cookbook
orders since my arrival here. Vck in Oct.'63 was when he 1st mentioned anything •
about the Commies and bishops: ‘," . 1 just wonder what the Reds cq= e,. (g,p to this time by
releasing the Czech Archbishop and several others. I notice onitthern was tishoj3...••
Vojtessak of the Spis diocese. H e	 very old about 8/ I think & ...cis been jailed a
long time 	 They ought to release sonm, of the Greek-Rite prelates also that they have in
jail in Eastern Czechoslovakia. Outk friily came from the Diocese of Presov and the
Bishop there hs name was kat Pavel G ' a:01c he died in prison a few yrs. ago they even
burned his body and would not release •t to the family. But his auxiliary. Fr. Basil
Hopko is still in arisen." (end of this I.t 	 this was the 2nd time ; we wrote. Notbing
in 3rd letter (came few wks later).	 In the next I tr he mentioned the Greek Rite Poor
Clares in Chicago. There were a few Itrs 'in between but he mentioned nothing more
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till July Of '64 and tole me about a vacation to Dakota South....	 "Th)tre of us
went out to see a ranch very big opeartion 12,000 acres but so desolate not a tree on
it. It was 12 nrigtl/s from town not too far. Town was called [cola about 1,000 pop.d
G)!0 .6(.114X Had a nice Catholic church all of the people in thet vicinity are Russian-
Germans never hecriA- of them I thought perfeips the were border people but they came
from deep in Russia close to C83 Odessa. Most were born and the Tsar run them at in
1890's,	 Most are Catholic but ci so Lutherans and mixed up. " (end).
Dec .7. '64:

have been waiting . tonite for a call from Bishop Elko of Pgh. as he was
to come into Chicago today for a banquet. Still may hear from him ton ite as we sort
of have a ic project on.. (the Icon, Rudy).rcion't know if U have ever heard of Bishop
Vasily Hopko hut he was the assistant to Bishop Goldic of Presov Czechoslovakia of .the
Byzantine Rite. Well Gojdic died in prison and Hopko has been locked up for 15 yrs.
(Ru .d.y_e _thisia.s.t...statem.ent.,...whichebearepeated but seems laehavelo-rgotten () makes
me_seofehink that thefe's na.thing wrarehere),	 He was partially re-irleased this fall.
but is in a 5hty horne 7sa4eef out of circulation. I had heard from him and have his
address andTik -o was wanting it very badly as no one has had contacts with him for so
long and I know the family. Byethe•way in- -my-last--1-et4er to hicrt-I-s@n-tehi_rn  a couple-of
t	 ictures of 	 ii • .	 •• • •	 • •	 • y.	 I just got..
a letter today and of course Bishop 	 Hapko is Ukrainian. He sends you his blessing and
asks yours in returo and to pray for him. He writes to me in Slovak thus: "Jo soin skoro
15 roky bebul no s'-vace, and neznarn jak	 idze, rniflim ze tomu rozumice, vecej
yam k otym nechscem pisac." He also asked to tell you thus: "Pozdravce toho Otca
Duchovneho v Chisholm co su tam, jako Ukrainec, a povedzte iim, ze se za nich tez
budz.eiiie modi ic, aby elm vecej DLA/ privedli do spa r enja, a lem naj maju radzi tych
naich Ukrajincov, bo to je narocl e ktory fort ceroi, a je to barz clobry narod." Adams
continues: I hope you can read this as Ire wrote it in our own k dialect of Saris as he can talk.
'this also. I just sent him some money thru Tuzex and urn waiting to see if he gets it all,
as he writes to me at times under a false name. He is guarded now in a home where there
are 200 Nuns from Monasterys . all over Slovokia and many are too old so they can use
some help. You might mention this to your Bishop Cobra as I think he also is UkrainSn
isn't he? And he might want to help in some way or some of your faithful but I first
want to see if he gets/ what I sent he told me that he could so will have to see. Gee
I started this oLt as a short note and look what I have written to you. IF you would] want
to send him a note or blessing in Ukrainian send it to inc and I will see that he gets it.
Do you see the Sinkos? Our regards to them I owe Mary a letter so am ashamed of myself
but will have to take time and write soon. Am enclosing a couple of pictures like I sent
to Hopko and hope you like them Ithink they turned out real good." (End).

....A month later another letter 'came horn Adams with a repttition of what he mentioned
about Hopko above (except no quotations in slovak from Hopko). He mentions that the
Superior of the Poor Clares in Chicago gave him $25. to send to Hopko. He mentions
again that it would be nice if I wrote in Ukie to bishop Hopko. He was a bit peeved
with Bishop Elko since he left pix with the Poor Clards, which he picked up and returned
them via rnail without a word in it. 	 But h]lis part if interesting:	 "I know most of

Hopko's family and many are priests who have been in bici4 hiding with their families.
Has been hard for them to get along especially will fomilies to take care ky of.	 I have
sent Flko the nOrneS of many oftlicc GiC:(H .:'Pit Prii.:"ik; who wcio 'driven horn their
patiLhes and	 has been ' eat good in sending some help to each thru Tuzex (what is
Tuzcx Rudy?) and they do yet

*In his IL- dated Jan.11. he said he had another letter from Bishop Hopko and Was so
glad to hear from him and that he had gotten the $20.. that he sent him. "If you like



1

 wi ite him a letter in Ukrainian and senditb to me as he said he would like to hear from
you . as he thought your church was so beautiful. I also asked him if it would hut him if you or .
Bishop Gabro would wont to write to him yourselves la so will wci t for his answer."

I'm cloing to we it till I do hear from him, and may just write to Bishop Hopko. Let me
. know what you think now Rudy'?


